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A Service of Expectation and Light 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 9, 2018 • 5:00 PM 

 

This will be a candlelight service, similar to the one we had last year. There is 

only one vespers service during Advent. The service will include Communion, 

readings and hymns. Please come ready for us to pray together. 

 

 

HOLIDAY COOKIE SALE 
Saturday, December 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
is our 13th annual holiday cookie sale. 
Besides cookies, we expect to have jams, jellies, pickles, salsa, candy, and crafted items. 

The cookies are offered in bulk at $8.00/lb. or in three sizes of prepared trays 

(sm.@$6.50, med.@$14.00, and lg.@$19.00.) all wrapped in cellophane and a bow, 

“good enough to give as a gift.” 

So, come and invite your friends to start your Christmas shopping early at Trinity. You 

can order your trays ahead of time by calling Jacquie Greene (or if you have any 

questions about the sale). 

Presales of trays have been extra brisk this year and we need more cookies than ever. 

Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. Thank you to all the TRC bakers  

that make this possible and please have your cookies and other items to the church by 

9:00 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 14th so they can be organized, and the trays can be prepared.  

So ladies and gentlemen PLEASE start your baking!! 
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Great Sendoff for Pastor Dan 
 

November 11 was Dan’s last Sunday in the pulpit. He has been our pastor 

for 15 years, and we wanted to celebrate his time with us and send him and 

Tammi off with our blessing and best wishes as they move to Holland MI. 

 

We had a wonderful celebration luncheon at Lillian’s in Penfield following 

worship that day. Remarks on Dan’s ministry to Trinity were presented by 

Sharon Hann, Carl Warn, and Jackie Matteson. Carl was the chair of the 

search committee that brought Dan to Trinity 15 years ago. Steven 

Rodriguez, our classis minister supervisor, spoke about Dan’s contributions 

to him and to the classis. 

 

Dan has been our pastor, our preacher, our teacher, our mentor, our guide 

and our leader. We have been very fortunate to have a learned theologian 

in our midst who was never afraid to preach difficult and challenging 

sermons, being true to his call to preach God’s word. His classical training 

on the viola has graced us at many a Sunday service, and his voice has 

added richly to our choir. 

 

Following the remarks, YiFen Lee presented Dan with a beautiful mahogany 

chair bearing a plaque which reads, “With Love and Gratitude to our 

Beloved Pastor, Daniel M. Griswold. Lord, I believe; help my unbelief. Mark 

9:24. Trinity Reformed Church 2003-2018;” and a gift card to Amazon (so he 

can replace some of the books he gave away when he was cleaning out his 

office).  

 

Our choir surprised Dan and Tammi with a song to the tune of Danny Boy, 

with words written by Carl Warn. 

 

We are also grateful for Tammi’s contribution to the life of the church. 

Tammi has given much to Trinity in her time here. In addition to working as 

a neonatal nurse at RGH and raising a family, she has been the leader of 

Children and Worship and could always be counted on to provide food for 

various events. Bonnie Harris presented Tammi with a beautiful calligraphy 

plaque as a thank you to her for her gift of ministry to us. 

 

Throughout the event, a slide show was playing the in background. Thanks 

to Lesley Holloway for putting this wonderful collection of memories 

together. 

 

Dessert was a wonderful cake, half chocolate with raspberry filling and half 

yellow, with lemon filling. 

 

A good time was had by all. As we celebrate Dan’s ministry and thank him 

for his time with us, we wish him and his family God’s blessing in this next 

chapter of their lives. We will miss them. 
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Angel Tree Gifts 
 

The Mission Committee has once again agreed to provide gifts for the 

children of the clients served by Trillium Health. Names will be placed 

on the Christmas tree in the narthex. When taking a name, please 

observe the following directions. 

 

When you take an angel, please sign the sheet next to the 

number/name that you have taken along with your phone number. 

There is a limit of $25 per child. Please keep this in mind as we want to 

be fair in families where there may be more than one child receiving a 

gift. This year Trillium is asking that items on the tag be purchased 

rather than gift cards unless specially requested. All wrapped gifts must be returned to Trinity by Sunday, 

December 16th in order to assure that the gifts are there on time. Please affix the cardboard tag to  

the package. 

 

If you wish to participate but are unable to shop, or if you have any questions, please speak with Deb Halsey. 

 

Thank you for being an angel. May God Bless you for your generosity.  
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Communion Schedule for 2019   

(subject to change) 

 

January 6 

February 3 

March 3 

March 10 

March 17 

March 24 

March 31 

April 7 

April 18 

April 21 

May 5 

June 2 

July 7 

August 4 

September 1 

October 6 

October 27 

November 3 

November 24 

December 1 

December 8 

December 15 

December 22
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On December 7th at 1:00 PM in the Lounge, we shall meet for a time of devotions and 

prayer. Our program is the study of God’s wonderful snowflakes as seen through the eyes 

of Wilson (Snowflake) Bentley. We shall also be making a snowflake each under the 

direction of Ruth Espinosa-Barone. Following which we shall have refreshments hosted by Linda King during 

our fellowship time. Please Ladies, come and join with us! 

 

 

Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf most needed items: 
Pasta   ·   Broth   ·   Canned Soup (not chicken noodle or tomato) 

Jello & Pudding   ·   Laundry Detergent   ·   Dish Soap   ·   Paper Towels 

Please place donated items in the basket in the narthex. Thank you! 
 

 

Please submit items for Trinity Times by 9am, Thursday mornings. 
You may email Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com, or call the 
office at 381-5330. 

There is a Lost & Found box outside the church office. 

Does your workplace have an automatic paper folder they’re no longer using and would like to donate to the 
church office? Laura is looking for one that will fold 8.5x11" and 8.5x14" paper. 

 

 

Please call Barb Stoops (506–5559) with prayer requests, or with 
information about people for whom we are praying. 

 

 

New Year’s Day Early Dinner at Royal Dynasty on Empire Blvd. 
order off the menu • pay own bill • look for a sign-up sheet 

We hope to have a large group for a fun start to 2019!  

TRWM 
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Trinity Senior Breakfasts · December 2018 

Date Place Note 

12/6 ............Nutcracker ......................................... Empire Blvd. 

12/13 ..........George’s ............................................ Panorama 

12/20 ..........Morningstar ....................................... Merchants Rd 

12/27 ..........East Ridge Diner and Steak House ......... East Ridge Rd 

                                                      (near Pep Boys) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Manueles’ Bible Study 
Friday, December 7 • 7–8:30 pm 

Deadline for submissions to the January newsletter: December 12 —  If you would like something to be included in the next 

newsletter, please send it directly to Laura at trchurchsecretary@gmail.com. Text may be in an email, or a Word  

document attached to an email. Photos are preferably in JPG format as an attachment to the email. If you have an  

actual photo in-hand, bring it to the church office during office hours, and Laura can scan it. Thank you! 

Consistory Member  

of the Week 

December 2: 
 

December 9: 
Kelly Bradshaw 

December 16: 
 

December 23: 
 

December 30: 
 
 

2018 Consistory 

Elders:  
Evelyn Ghyzel; Sharon Hann, VP; 

Bonnie Harris; Yi-Fen Lee;  
John Stratton  

 

Deacons:  
Kelly Bradshaw; Greg Halsey, Clerk; 

Larry Scheerens 

 ~ ~ ~  

OFFICERS  
Treasurer: Marge Magans  

Benevolence Secr’y: Steve Letter  
Financial Secr’y: Greg Halsey 

 

 
 

Correction 

The article “What are your  

spiritual gifts?” in the November  

issue of The Commitment incorrectly  

named the website you may use to 

help you discover your spiritual gifts. 

The correct website address is:  
 

www.elca.org 
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CHRISTIAN  
BOOK REVIEW 
By Marion Crump Spencer 

As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, Catching 

Christmas, by Terri Blackstock, enables the reader to find 

more joy for the season. Plumbing concepts of aging, dying, redemption, joy and 

romance, Blackstock presents an engaging tale that challenges our notions of what 

makes us happy. The author’s note at the end of the novel clarifies the story’s 

purpose even more. And the Acknowledgements section illustrates the inspiration 

for this amazing novel. 

There are three main characters. Callie is an 80 year old grandmother in need of 

around the clock care. Sydney is the young law associate trying to care for her 

grandmother while under pressure at work. Finn is a former chef and cab driver 

who is unwittingly drawn into their lives. When Finn is called to pick up a fare early 

one December morning, their journey begins. He arrives at Callie’s home and has to 

go inside to help this wheel chair bound elderly woman get to a doctor 

appointment. Acting in the absence of family, Finn is hard pressed to speak with the 

medical staff to make sure she is seen. Meanwhile, Sydney has left the doctor a 

voicemail message concerning Callie. She is fearful of losing her job. Blackstock 

presents a believable, yet ludicrous, law case where Sydney is pressured to get a 

guilty rich college student exonerated. Once Finn finds her phone number from an 

absent-minded Callie, Sydney is only available via voice mail due to being in court. 

Voice mail and texting wars ensue between the two young people as Callie calls for 

Finn again and again to drive her around town helping her fulfill her secret mission. 

Each character has a story of loss and the hope of redemption that unites them as a 

“family” of sorts. Finn’s mother died a few years ago and he was too afraid to face 

the funeral. Sydney and Callie are trying to regain the years of estrangement which 

was out of their control. Callie is gravely ill and is determined to make this 

Christmas Day the best Sydney has ever had. 

As Callie grows more disoriented, Sydney’s law case grows more pressured, and 

Finn is the one who is there to care for Callie. Both young people become aware of 

Callie’s relationships with other people and with Christ. Her life is so rich that it 

enriches all who know her. In the “Author Note” Blackstock shares principles we 

can live by and the Biblical passages referencing them. The author shares how 

experiences, not material possessions are what bring us joy at Christmas and 

throughout life. Through this beautiful love story, Catching Christmas illustrates the 

origin of authentic joy in an entertaining and meaningful way. Read this beautiful 

and engaging novel “…and celebrate Jesus’ birthday with true joy this year.” 

“Finally brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, ... 

if anything is worthy of praise, dwell on these things.” Philippians 4:8 

 

 

 

 

 12/3 Kaniyah Cooper 

 12/3 Christopher Griswold 

 12/5 Larry Scheerens 

 12/6 Marge Magans 

 12/7 Bob Hann 

 12/7 Carol McCarthy 

 12/12 Joan Bernhard 

 12/12 Herb Spencer 

 12/16 Edith DeBack 

 12/16 Carl Warn 

 12/18 Dan Griswold 

 12/19 Christine Perec 

 12/24 Kristin Shuman 

 12/26 Melody Bricault 

 12/26 Marion Spencer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 12/17 Ralph & Liz Dalton 

 12/19 Ted & Evelyn DeSoto 
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Trinity Reformed Church 

December 2018 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

    
 

 10 am - Crafts for  
a Cause 

12 pm - Dahlia Society 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
10 am - Worship 

11:15 am - Sunday School 

12:30 pm - CAYA 

6:30 pm - Discipleship 

7 pm - Outreach 7 pm - Consistory 6:15 pm - Bell Choir 

7 pm - Choir 

Office Closed 

9 am - Senior 
Breakfast 

6 pm - Finance 

7 pm - Deacons 

1 pm – TRWM 

7 pm – Manueles’  
Bible Study 

10 am - Crafts for  
a Cause 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
10 am - Worship 

11:15 am - Sunday School 

12:30 pm - CAYA 

5 pm - Advent Vespers 
Service 

6:30 pm - Discipleship 

  6:15 pm - Bell Choir 

7 pm – Choir 

7 pm – Education 

9 am - Senior 
Breakfast 

 

 10 am - Crafts for  
a Cause 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
10 am - Worship 

11:15 am - Sunday School 

12:30 pm - CAYA 

6:30 pm - Discipleship 

 11:45 am – Men’s 
Lunch 

6 pm - Mission 

6:15 pm - Bell Choir 

7 pm - Choir 

9 am - Senior 
Breakfast 

 

6 pm - Come to 
Dinner 

10 am - Crafts for  
a Cause 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
10 am - Worship 

11:15 am - Sunday School 

12:30 pm - CAYA 

6:30 pm – Discipleship 

30 

10 am - Worship 

12:30 pm - CAYA 

6:30 pm – Discipleship 

7:30 pm - Candlelight 
Service 

 

31 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Office Closed 

 9 am - Senior 
Breakfast 

 

 10 am - Crafts for  
a Cause 

  


